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To provide, promote and support equine-assisted activities for
individuals who have mental, physical, emotional, social or learning

disabling conditions.

OUR MISSION

To be recognized as the premier therapeutic riding program in the
United States, upholding the highest standards of excellence to serve

individuals with special needs through our mission—creating impactful,
positive, life-changing experiences for our participants, donors,

volunteers, and the community at large.

VISION STATEMENT

Kidd
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FROM THE DIRECTOR

Marni Caruana Yeates
Executive Director, EQUI-KIDS

As I reflect on my first year at EQUI-KIDS, 2025 was full of new beginnings. Four horses started
their therapy career at our farm, local partners came alongside us to support our mission, and
participants were able to come off the waitlist and into the arena. Each financial gift, tack
donation, volunteer shift, sponsorship, or in-kind contribution was celebrated in gratitude over
the year as we were continually astounded at the ways in which our community showed up to
support our mission.

It is with this commitment to progress that our team embarks on our 37th year and all the
opportunities and blessings ahead. I have seen firsthand how horses can give people space to
speak, walk, or heal in ways they couldn’t find anywhere else, and these outcomes inspire us
onward.

There are exciting developments on the horizon, and I hope you will follow the journey as we
continue to rise! With instructors dedicated to excellent programming, a corps of volunteers
who show up for our barn without fail, and our board of directors who keep a watchful eye on
our long-term stability, EQUI-KIDS is poised to boldly enter a new era of impact. 

Thank you for every hour, dollar, prayer, connection, donation, and smile—your collaboration has
made a difference and continues to sustain us in our quest to change lives, one stride at a time.

Happy trails,
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Therapy Horses

20

Programs Offered

9

Active Volunteers

382

Community Partnerships

40

Years of Impact

37

Diagnoses Served

150
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YEARS OF
POSSIBILITY

It takes a lot of horsepower to run our programs for over three decades! Founded in 1989,
EQUI-KIDS has grown from one horse and four riders into a nationally recognized, premier
accredited therapeutic riding center. In 2025, we expanded our capacity and outreach to serve
more than 800 participants across our 9 core programs and provided over 4,000 hours of
equine-assisted services. 

4

Educational and workforce initiatives helped students achieve measurable gains in
communication, confidence, SOL readiness, and STEAM concepts through our School
Partnership and Job Coaching programs. Through over 3,500 therapeutic sessions, we
strengthened volunteer engagement and herd sustainability while reducing wait times for
individuals with disabilities and neurodivergent learners. 

Through over 40 community partnerships and 6,000 meaningful engagements, we are proud to
have kept our number one priority—access to services —at the forefront of our mission in
2025.

EQUI-KIDS ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT
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EQUI-KIDS served a diverse and growing
population of kids, adults, and service members
with disabilities across Hampton Roads. Of the
individuals served, 76% were children and youth,
while 24% were veterans and first responders,
demonstrating our continued commitment to
inclusive healing for all who can benefit from
equine-assisted services.

100% of participants have a documented
disabling condition. The rhythmic movement
and responsive feedback of the horses richly
connect with neurodivergent learners, bridging
the gap between clinic-based therapies and
inclusive recreation. 

599 children and 
adults served

75 Veterans &
Active Duty

20 First Responders

PROGRAM IMPACT

Our ADA-compliant, 92-acre facility is
designed to support individuals of all abilities.
The campus features adaptive equipment,
accessible mounting areas, quiet spaces, and
50+ acres of wooded riding trails.

In 2025, EQUI-KIDS achieved a 100%
compliance score on our reaccreditation from
the Professional Association of Therapeutic
Horsemanship (PATH) Intl., the global leader
in accreditation for professional equine-
assisted services. 

32% Emotional Disorders

ADHD

Neurological Disorders

Developmental Disabilities15%

Autism17%

7%

Down Syndrome6%

Cerebral Palsy3%

Visual/Hearing2%

Other11%

7%

SPECIAL  ABILITIES

Jordyn loves her time at EQUI-
KIDS, and we have seen firsthand
how equine therapy has helped
her grow stronger—physically,
emotionally, and expressively. 
 - The White Family
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Delivered in partnership with licensed mental-health professionals, EAP supports youth, adults, veterans, and
first responders managing conditions such as trauma and depression. Participants experienced reduced stress
and anxiety and increased emotional regulation and confidence as a result of their equine-assisted sessions.

EQUINE-ASSISTED PSYCHOTHERAPY (EAP)  

OUR PROGRAMS

THERAPEUTIC RIDING & HORSEMANSHIP

Adaptive riding and horsemanship lessons engage participants in individualized goals that improve posture,
coordination, confidence, and communication.

Conducted by licensed clinicians, these services use the horse’s three-dimensional gait to stimulate neuromotor
development, improving speech, balance, and sensory integration.

H I P P O T H E R A P Y - S P E E C H ,  P H Y S I C A L ,  &  O C C U P A T I O N A L  T H E R A P Y  

We serve veterans and first responders referred through organizations such as the VA Medical Center, Naval
Medical Center Portsmouth, and the Virginia Beach Mounted Patrol, among others. Individuals reported
increased confidence, reduced anxiety and PTSD, and stronger family connections as a result of their
participation. In honor of their service, EQUI-VETS and EQUI-HEROES are served at no cost.

E Q U I - V E T S  A N D  E Q U I - H E R O E S  

Group-based developmental programs strengthened teamwork, confidence, and self-advocacy in neurodivergent
learners. EAL participants demonstrated improvement in task sequencing, focus, and regulation.

E Q U I N E - A S S I S T E D  L E A R N I N G  ( E A L )  

SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP & JOB COACHING PROGRAMS
In collaboration with Virginia Beach City Public Schools, students with disabilities receive experiential, STEAM-
based learning that reinforces IEP goals through real-world tasks in horsemanship, animal care, and environmental
science. Participants achieved measurable gains in communication, task sequencing, and workplace readiness skills.

INCLUSION CAMPS & COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

Adaptive summer camps and outreach events provide inclusive recreational access for youth
with or without a diagnosis or special ability.



Volunteer engagement was up 12%
over 2024, and 96% of our volunteers
reported that their service deepened
their understanding of disability
inclusion and community needs. 
- Marni Yeates, Executive Director

VOLUNTEERS
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Volunteers remain the anchor of every lesson, event,
and barn activity and play a critical role in delivering
equine-assisted lessons, including therapeutic riding,
hippotherapy, and equine-assisted learning. Their
contributions were central to reducing the waitlist,
sustaining care of the herd, and expanding outreach
to new community partners in 2025.

Active Volunteers: 382  

Volunteer hours provided: 
Lesson & Participant Support . . . . . . . . .  
Barn & Horse Care . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Special Events & Fundraisers . . . . . . . . . . 
Administrative & Outreach Support . . . . 

                                                          Total: 14,300 

  Value of Service Hours . . . . . . . . . . . . . $713,860

7,800
3,600
1,500
1,400

Forrest



Donations
50.5%

Events & Fundraise
40.4%

Programs
7.1%

Other
2%

Program
79.8%

Fundraising
11.1%

General
9.1%

Portsmouth 6%

Chesapeake 19%

Norfo
lk 9%

Other HamptonRoads and NC  8%Virginia Beach
58%

REVENUE

EXPENSES

In 2025, 100% of participants received full or partial financial
assistance. All participants were physician-referred with
documented diagnoses, ensuring medically appropriate and
goal-aligned care.

Of the $1.6 million it takes to run the program annually, 92%
of funding comes from charitable giving and philanthropy.
That’s why every donation makes a direct impact on those
we serve.

EQUI-KIDS reflects the heart of Hampton Roads: diverse,
resilient, and united by the transformative power of the horse-
human bond. Together, we create a community where every
participant, regardless of age or ability, can learn, grow, and
heal. 
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PARTICIPANT POPULATION

Age
Youth 4-13             49%

Youth 14-18           28%

Adults 19-24          11%

Adults 25-64           11%

Adults 65+               1%

Areas Served

2025 Fiscal Year

Across revenue streams, community support continued to grow in 2025, with special events and
community philanthropy expanding participation across Hampton Roads. 

Expenses show a strong commitment to program investment, ensuring that EQUI-KIDS resources
primarily support therapeutic services, participant progress, and the care of our therapy horse herd. 

FINANCIAL REPORT
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Our impact is strengthened through an
exceptional network of community
partnerships that expand access, deepen
outcomes, and extend education-based
opportunities across Hampton Roads.
Through these collaborations, EQUI-KIDS
serves as a trusted therapeutic,
educational, and community resource—
reaching children, adults, military
veterans, and first responders through
coordinated, wraparound support. In
2025, we also broadened our outreach
with new collaborations that grew to over
40 partnerships across healthcare,
academic, military, and nonprofit sectors. 

Healthcare and 
Mental Health

Universities, Clinical
Training, and 
Professional 
Development

Education, Workforce
Readiness, and Youth

Development

Virginia Beach Public Schools
(SPP Program) 
Friends School
Norfolk Academy
An Achievable Dream
Kindercare
Kellam HS Resource Job Fair
VBHS Work Experience
Teens with a Purpose
Leadership Adventures
Hope Educational Farm
Unique Hearts 
Social Butterflies Foundation

Naval Medical Center Portsmouth
& SARP Program
VA Hospital
Sentara Brock Cancer Center
Sentara Red Mill
Kempsville Behavioral Health
Master Center for 

         Addictive Medicine
Indigo
Assuage Solutions LLC
Equine-Assisted Psychotherapy
through Olive Tree Counseling &
Mediation

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

Old Dominion University 
South University
Regent University
Liberty University 
Tidewater Comm. College

Diesel

Emily never speaks up, especially in
front of others. But with the help of
her horse, her amazing instructor,
and the volunteers, she is using her
voice!
 - Witkowski Family



EQUI-KIDS ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT 10

100% of those who step onto the
property are positively affected.
Everyone is better off around a
horse.
 - Kathy Chitwood, Program
Director

These partnerships strengthen long-term community
capacity by creating applied learning opportunities that
elevate disability-informed care, trauma-responsive
practices, and equine welfare standards—supporting
both participant outcomes and program sustainability. 

Family and
Community

Support

Volunteerism, Civic
Engagement, and

Community Outreach

Veterans, Military
Families, and First

Responder
Connections

Wounded Warrior Project
Equine Immersion Project
Lead Your Life Military
Retreat for Women
Virginia Beach Mounted
Patrol 
Naval Medical Center
Portsmouth & SARP
Program
VA Hospital

Girl Scouts
Eagle Scouts
Neptune Festival
Mounted Patrol Trunk or Treat 
Choice Group
United Way
AGI
Elevance Health (Carelon)
Ferguson
Boy Scouts, Troop 5
Dominion Energy
Crowder Construction
Cape Henry Rotary Club
Geek Squad
Alph Mu Sorority
Nansemond Suffolk Academy

Samaritan House
Catholic Charities
St. Mary’s Home
Safe Spot 757
House of Angels
Hospice Services

Kaycee





Virginia Beach 73%

2025 EVENT SPONSORS
Horse Show

Warrior Cup

AARON & HOLLIS LAWYER     GARCIA FAMILY   DIANNA BENNETT
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Stall Ball

Pony Up Golf

J O H N  J O R D E  S C H O O L
O F  G O L F  E X C E L L E N C E
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MONKEE’S BOUTIQUE
MURPHY’S IRISH PUB
NAUTICUS
NEPTUNE FESTIVAL
NEW REALM BREWEING CO.
NIRVANA BODYWORK & MOBILITY
NORFOLK TIDES
NOTHING BUNDT CAKES - REDMILL
OCEAN VIEW GOLF CLUB
ODU ATHLETIC FOUNDATION
ONELIFE FITNESS
PERRY GLASS STUDIO
PREMIER EVENTS
PMS DELI
PUBLIX SUPERMARKET
REDHEAD BAY CAFE
RED MILL CHIROPRACTIC
RED WING GOLF COURSE
RICK & JILL ROWE
SAVOR THE OLIVE
SHADY RAYS
SHOREBREAK
STARBUCKS
STRETCH LAB
SURF RIDER RESTAURANT
SWELL HAND CAR WASH
TEMPT RESTAURANT
THE PORCH ON LONG CREEK
THE ATLANTIC ON PACIFIC
THE CAVALIER RESORT
TIDE THAI RESTAURANT - REDMILL
TOTAL WINE & MORE
TOP GOLF
TRACTOR SUPPLY COMPANY
VETSNOW! VETERINARY URGENT CAR
VIRGINIA AQUARIUM & MARINE
VIRGINIA ZOO
WAVE RIDING VEHICLES
WEGMANS
WHISKEY KITCHEN
WYNDHAM VB OCEANFRONT

2025 EVENT DONORS
ACREDALE SADDLERY
AMY BAILEY HILTON
ARI & KAITLYN CLEANTHES
ARTURO GARCIA
AUSTIN HAMILTON
BAJA COFFEE
BARRY D. KNIGHT, DELEGATE
BATTLEFIELD GOLF CLUB
BE FREE COFFEE & ICE CREAM
BEACHGRASS PAINT PARTIES
BEAUTY QUEENS AESTETIS & WELLNESS
MEDICINE
BEN & LAURIE HANAFIN
BIG SAM’S INLET CAFE & RAW BAR
BLUE PETE’S SEAFOOD
BLUE SEAFOOD & SPIRITS
BODY LOGIC
BRIELLE HANAFIN
CHICK’S OYSTER BAR
CIVIL LIBATIONS
COOPER’S HAWK WINERY & RESTAURANT
CORE ASSURANCE PARTNERS
CHARLES & MARY BEERS
CHEESECAKE FACTORY
CHRYSLER MUSEUM
CULINARY CONNECTINOS
CYCLE BAR - REDMILL
DIANA BENNETT
DICK’S SPORTING GOODS
DOCKSIDE RESTAURANT
DR. SYDNEY DAVIS
EAGLE CREEK GOLF CLUB
EKIN BALCIOGLU
ERIC HEINBACH
ERIN MURDOCK
ESOTERIC

FIRST WATCH RESTAURANT
FLAWLESS SKIN
FOOD LION - SANDBRIDGE
FRANK & THERESA RICE
FREEDOM OUTDOORS
GIA LYN SALON
GLO FIT BODY
GOLF HEADQUARTERS
HACKERS BAR & GRILL
HAMPTON ROADS HELICOPTER
HARRIS TEETER - SANDBRIDGE 
HATCHER & FREY ORTHODONTICS
HERON RIDGE GOLF CLUB
HOME DEPOT - CHESAPEAKE
HYATT HOUSE VB OCEANFRONT
IL GIARDINO RISTORANTE
ISOFT
JENERGY
JESSICA KEELEY
JR. FOOD MART #53
JULIA RAE BELL DESIGNS
KAISER CUSTOM IMAGES
KATHY CHITWOOD
KATHY RUSH
KEMPSVILLE GREEN GOLF CLUB
KEVIN & ELIZABETH STEVENSON
KP NAILS & MORE
KP NAILS PLUS
LAGO MAR PIZZA
LANDA GLASSER
LAS PALMAS RESTAURANT
LAUREN & THAD OSBORNE
LUCKY OYSTER RESTAURANT
LUXE KART
MARNI YEATES
MICHAEL MIDDLETON POTTERY
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FREEMAN, HUNTER
GRIMSTEAD, LILLY
GUNBEYI, ALI
HAGSTROM, WALTER & ABBY
HANAFIN, LAURIE
HOLLAND, PHYLLIS
ISOFT SOLUTIONS
JONES, KARLEA
K&B CONSTRUCTION
KAHLE, BARBARA
KILBY, DAVID
KIM THIEMAN
KROLL, JEFFREY & MARY
LAVENSTEIN, LANCE
LAVENSTEIN, LES
MCMICHAEL, BOBBY
MCMILLEN, TYLER
MURPHY, LEE & MARY
MYTHICS
NAPOLITANO, DABNEY
OLIVER, SABRA
PILATO, SUSAN & VINCENT
POUR DECISIONS
POSTON, JAYNE
PROPELLER CLUB PORT NORFOLK
RASHKIND, MICHAEL
RATLIFF, BRANDON & CLAIR
REEVES, JEREMY
REID, MITCH
ROBINSON, LORI
ROCKWELL, ERIC
RULOFF, SWAIN, HADDAD, MORECOCK
RUSSELL, JEREMY
SEYMOUR, DOUGLAS & KAREN
SINNEN, MATTHEW
SLIPOW, SHARON
SMILEY'S HEATING & COOLING INC
TEKLA RESEARCH, INC.
THE LEEPS FOUNDATION
THIEMAN, DAVID
TIDEWATER OFFICERS' SPOUSES'

TOLLER, MATT
TOWNEBANK MORTGAGE
WARD, ANDREW
WHALEN, DANIELLE
WHARTON, FRANCYNE
WHITE, MELISSA
ZHU, REBECCA
ZIMMERLY, TIM
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INDIVIDUAL DONORS

$10,000 - $19,999
ANDREWS, TERESA
ARCHITECTURAL GRAPHICS, INC.
CHARTWAY FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
ENDURANCE IT SERVICES
GARCIA, EILEEN & ARTURO
MARILYN LICHTMAN FOUNDATION
RAYNOR, JAMES & NICHOLE
RICE, FRANCIS & THERESA
TOWNEBANK
VANDEVENTER FOUNDATION
XYLEM, INC

$2,500 - $4,999
CAMPBELL, PETE
CAVALIER VENTURES LLC
CREECH, BARBARA
CUMMINGS, STACY
EDWARDS, BENJAMIN
ENGINEERING CONSULTING SERVICES
GLASSER, LANDA
HOLLAND, DARYL & PHYLLIS
IRELAND, JESSICA
LAVENSTEIN, TERRI
NATIONAL PHILANTHROPIC FOUNDATION
PATH INTERNATIONAL
PHILLIPS, BONNIE & MIKAL
PHILLEO, VICTOR
QUIGLEY, CHRISTOPHER & ELIZABETH
RAYMOND JAMES FINANCIAL, INC.
SENTARA HEALTHCARE
STERLING MEADOWS TACK & FEED
STRAMELLA, JEFFREY
TIDEWATER CHILDREN'S FOUNDATION
UNDERDOWN, HAROLD
VETERANS UNITED FOUNDATION
VIRGINIA INTEGRATED COMMUNICATION

$500 - $999
ADAMS, BONNIE
ALSPAUGH, JOHN & PATRICIA
AMOROSSO, GREG
BARLOW, PAM

$5,000 - $9,999
BAJA RESTAURANT
BEACH COMMERCIAL FINANCE
BJ'S CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
BORZA, MICHAEL & MARILYN
CAMPBELL, ALEXANDER
CHASE, PATRICIA
CHEEK FAMILY FOUNDATION
COX CHARITIES
DOUGLAS & MARIANNE DICKERSON FDN
DWYER, ROB
E.C. WAREHEIM FOUNDATION
HOT & COLD PLUMBING SUPPLIES
HUNS, ADRIAN & DIANA
HURLEY, JAMES & PAMELA
KAY & AL ABIOUNESS CHARITABLE FUND
KLIMKIEWICZ FAMILY FOUNDATION
LUCY AND RAMON BREEDEN FDN
NORFOLK SOUTHERN
NUNEZ, DEBORAH
PEARSON, CHARLES
PRIORITY CHARITY BOWL
PRODAN, ROBERT & JENNIFER
RICHARDSON, JEFF 
SCOTT, MATTHEW
STEVENSON, KEVIN & ELIZABETH
THE STACY & AIMEE CUMMINGS FAMILY 

DONOR ADVISED FUND

$1,000 - $2,499
ACREDALE SADDLERY
AMOROSSO, EDWARD & DEBORAH
ARTERY DISTRICT INC
BABB, JOHN
BALDUCCI, CAROLE
BEAULIEU, BRIAN & JANET
BELL, JULIA
BENEVITY FUND
BENNET, CHRIS
BROOKOVER, JAMIE
BROERMANN, ROBERT & RENEE
CAMPBELL, LISA
CAPE HENRY ROTARY FOUNDATION
CARUANA, BRENDA
CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF EASTERN VA
CHITWOOD, KATHLEEN
COASTAL EQUINE VETERINARY SERVICE
COLUMBIA GAS OF VIRGINIA, INC
COMPTON COUNTS, INC
DEXTER, ALYSSA
DEXTER, BART
DORSEY, SHEMECA
DWM PROPERTIES, LLC
FAWLEY, NATHAN
FRANKLIN GROUP COMPANIES, LLC

ASSOCIATION

$20,000 +
ARNHOLD, JAMES 
BATTEN, FRANK JR 
CITY OF VIRGINIA BEACH 
GARCEA, MARK 
HAMPTON ROADS COMMUNITY 

HANAFIN FOUNDATION 
KENNETH AND PATRICIA HALL

PORTSMOUTH GENERAL HOSPITAL FDN 

.

CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

FOUNDATION

THE TREASURE SHOP
 VIRGINIA BEACH EVENTS ULTD.
 WARDEN, MICHELLE & MARK
 WHEELHOUSE, KAREN



IN-KIND SERVICES
James Baker

Coastal Equine 
Scott Utley

Dominion Equine
Sterling Meadows

Osprey
Endurance IT

Finn, Gartman, & Hart
Adam Leonard

Atlantic Coast Audio
Premier Events

Virginia Beach Printing
Dr. Degree’s HVAC

HORSE SPONSORS
HAMILTON - WARDEN FAMILY
JILL - EILEEN & ART GARCIA
HILDY, BRAVEHEART - MARK GARCEA
CANNOLI - DIANA & ADRIAN HUNS
KIDD - ALEXANDER CAMPBELL
MANDY - KLIMKIEWICZ FAMILY
KAYCEE - BORZA FAMILY
GATSBY - MATT SCOTT
FORREST - BETTY COMPTON
JACK - VANDEVENTER FOUNDATION
THOR - JANICE GRENIER
ZEUS - PAM HURLEY
TEDDY - TERESA ANDREWS
JUSINO - CHITWOOD-WHEELHOUSE  FAMILY
PEPPER - LUCY & RAMON BREEDEN FOUNDATION
SUMMER - LAVENSTEIN FAMILY 
CODY, DIESEL - BLACKWATER ELECTRIC
TITAN - RMGS INC.
PIPER - BEACH COMMERCIAL FINANCE

Summer

MIHALICK, CHRISTOPHER
MILLER, ERIC
MULKEY, ERIC
PAULSON, JOHN
PLEDGER, LOGAN
REID, DOUG
ROWE, RICK AND JILL
RUDACILLE, THERESA
RYAN, AMANDA
STOLLE, KENNETH
SULLIVAN, CAPT. NICHOLAS & REGINA
TAYLOR, LARRY
THOMPSON, WILLIAM
TREACY, MICHAEL
WARDLE, CHRISTINE
WAUGH, MIKE
WHITE, AMI JO
WOODWARD, THOMAS
ZOROTRIAN, TONY
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GHENEA, ALEX
GILDEA, JONATHAN
GUIROLA, ANDRES
HADDER, DAVID
HALL, JOHN
HANDLON, MIKE
HEILMAN, SUSAN
HOLLADAY, CHRISTOPHER
HUMPHREY, STEVEN
HURLEY, RONALD
JANUCHOWSKI, DENNIS
JONES, BOB
KLEBANOFF, JAY
KOON, JACOB
KREMERS, ROSS
LANDRY, DOUGLAS & SUSAN
MARRONE, JASON
MCCARTHY, MICHAEL & CONNIE
MIDGETT PRETI OLANSEN PC

BELLIS, DAVE
BEST BUY
BIGELOW, WESLEY
BORZA, MERIDITH
BRODERICK, KIM
CAWDERY, MARTIN
CHITWOOD, HANK
CLARKE, CHARLES
COHEN, CHARLES
CRIGGER, DONALD & SUZANNE
CUMMINGS, MICAH
DAUGHERTY, JOBEL & JAMES
DEMKO, DAVID
DICKEY, JONAH
EDSALL, KEVIN
EMS ICE INC.
FAATZ, GEORGE
FEDOROWICZ, JEN
FRIEDMAN, DENISE





THERAPEUTIC RIDING PROGRAM
2626 Heritage Park Drive
Virginia Beach, VA 23456
(757) 721-7350
www.equikids.org
information@equikids.org
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	Volunteer engagement was up 12% over 2024, and 96% of our volunteers reported that their service deepened their understanding of disability inclusion and community needs.  - Marni Yeates, Executive Director
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	FINANCIAL REPORT
	Across revenue streams, community support continued to grow in 2025, with special events and community philanthropy expanding participation across Hampton Roads.
	Expenses show a strong commitment to program investment, ensuring that EQUI-KIDS resources primarily support therapeutic services, participant progress, and the care of our therapy horse herd.
	In 2025, 100% of participants received full or partial financial assistance. All participants were physician-referred with documented diagnoses, ensuring medically appropriate and goal-aligned care.
	Of the $1.6 million it takes to run the program annually, 92% of funding comes from charitable giving and philanthropy. That’s why every donation makes a direct impact on those we serve.
	EQUI-KIDS reflects the heart of Hampton Roads: diverse, resilient, and united by the transformative power of the horse-human bond. Together, we create a community where every participant, regardless of age or ability, can learn, grow, and heal.
	2025 Fiscal Year
	REVENUE
	PARTICIPANT POPULATION
	EXPENSES
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	Age
	Youth 4-13             49%
	Youth 14-18           28%
	Adults 19-24          11%
	Adults 25-64           11%
	Adults 65+               1%
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	COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
	Our impact is strengthened through an exceptional network of community partnerships that expand access, deepen outcomes, and extend education-based opportunities across Hampton Roads. Through these collaborations, EQUI-KIDS serves as a trusted therapeutic, educational, and community resource— reaching children, adults, military veterans, and first responders through coordinated, wraparound support. In 2025, we also broadened our outreach with new collaborations that grew to over 40 partnerships across healthcare, academic, military, and nonprofit sectors.
	Diesel
	Healthcare and  Mental Health
	Education, Workforce Readiness, and Youth Development
	Universities, Clinical Training, and  Professional  Development
	Emily never speaks up, especially in front of others. But with the help of her horse, her amazing instructor, and the volunteers, she is using her voice!  - Witkowski Family
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	Family and Community Support
	Veterans, Military Families, and First Responder Connections
	100% of those who step onto the property are positively affected. Everyone is better off around a horse.  - Kathy Chitwood, Program Director
	These partnerships strengthen long-term community capacity by creating applied learning opportunities that elevate disability-informed care, trauma-responsive practices, and equine welfare standards—supporting both participant outcomes and program sustainability.


	Volunteerism, Civic Engagement, and Community Outreach
	Kaycee
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	2025 EVENT SPONSORS
	Horse Show
	AARON & HOLLIS LAWYER     GARCIA FAMILY   DIANNA BENNETT

	Warrior Cup
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	Pony Up Golf
	Stall Ball
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	2025 EVENT DONORS
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	INDIVIDUAL DONORS
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	HORSE SPONSORS
	Summer
	IN-KIND SERVICES James Baker Coastal Equine  Scott Utley Dominion Equine Sterling Meadows Osprey Endurance IT Finn, Gartman, & Hart Adam Leonard Atlantic Coast Audio Premier Events Virginia Beach Printing Dr. Degree’s HVAC
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	THERAPEUTIC RIDING PROGRAM

